Stephanie Radok
These works are full of my love and
respect for Chinese food and food vessels
- steaming dumplings, fragrant soup,
subtle tea, duck sin, succulent morsels of
seafood, sauces, herbs, spices, rice bows,
tea bows, covered dishes - the entire
sensual wealth of it

Right at the beginning of my art-making

1 bought some Chinese brushes, a stk of
black ink and an inkstone - that original
puity and austerity, grinding the ink with
water, holding the brush vertcally over
the paper, joining feeiing with energy, is
revsited in these works

Stephanie Radok s an artist, writer and
editor based in Adelaide. She studied at
Canberra School of At in the eighties and
received an MA from the South Australian
School of Art in 2002. Her witing on art
is widely published, most frequently in
Artink and The Adelaide Review. Her
artwork investigates issues of migration,
cross-cultural fertilsation and construc-
tions of knowiedge. Her work is in the
collections of the National Gallery of
Austali, the National Galery of Victoria,
Warnambool Art Gallery and private
collections. wwwstephanieradok.com

Annalise Rees
My work reflects an interestin how

site can be generated and represented
through the medium of drawing. My
drawings are site specific, relating to
and determined by their own physical
environment

Graduating in 2004, Annalise Rees
completed a Bachelor of Visual At with
Honours, majoring in sculpture from the
Adelaide Central School of Art

In 2004 she received the Adelaide City

Councl Award, the Duckpond South
Australan Liing Artist Award and the
Mancorp Critcs Choice Award. In 2005
Annalise has been the recipient of the
‘Adelaide Bank Award for the most out-
standing arts graduate in South Australia
and has undertaken an international
artist residency at Sanskriti Kendra, India
in October.

Annalise has exhibited frequently in
South Australa including the Helpmann
Academy Graduates Show in 2004 and
2005, and also interstate at the Perth
Institute of Contemporary Artas part
of the Hatched National Graduates
Exhibtion.
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She is a founding member of Ripple Artist
Studios Inc. established at Port Adelaide
and currently resides in Adelaide.

Qi zhang
As an international student, language is
the most diffcult difference for me. | sl
feel awkward when | have to express
myselfverbally in English athough | have
studied for three years in Australa

1 have no fanily here; | have no home
here. Every time | compare the very
different cultures of Australia and China

1 miss home. My work focuses on these
issues which make me homesick, and
those cultural and family experiences back
i China that | cannot access in this
country. | have designed some “wearable
medicines” in jewellery 5o they can be
portable and | can take these “medicines"
with me anytime | get homesick. Using
the form from the Chinese character
home, | have made a piece of traditional
Chinese furniture, which | can then use
in my dailylfe in Australia to display

my *medicines”.

Qi Zhang is a resident of Heilong Jiang
Province in China who came to Australia
in 2002 to study a Bachelor of Visual Arts
at the South Australian School of Art. Qi
completed honours in Visual Art at UnisA
in 2005, and plans to continue with post
graduate study in 20

Melinda Rankin
Melinda completed her degree in Visual
Arts in 2005 at the South Australian
School of Art
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n 2005 she curated Fibres, a
Recondilation Week exhibition, which
showed Indigenous texties from the col-
lection of the Finders University Art
Museurn at the Promenade Gallery,
Flinders Medical Centre. In 2004 she
curated 2 texties exhibition Eclectic Land
as part of the Adelaide Fringe Festival at
SASA gallery 1111 Her projects aim to
bring forweard a history by combining
contemporary works with collection
material and historical and cultural
information.
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Out of site is associated with the
Adelaide Bank Festival of Arts 2006
exhibition Writing a painting with
Helen Fuller and Robin Best with
Huang Xiugian and Nyukana Baker,
curated by Vivonne Thwaites.
Background research for Writing a
painting led to an investigation of
the Indigenous and Chinese histories
of the site of the exhibition. The
University of South Australia has
acknowledged these histories in the
naming of the Kaurna Building and
the Way Lee Building on the City
West Campus.

The curator would ke to thank:
Stephanie Radok, Annalise Rees,

Qi Zhang, Vivonne Thwaites,

Kaurna Warra Pintyandi, Rob Amery,
Trish Jamieson, Fred Littlgjohn,

Irma Frieda, Bai Lin Zhao

Lounge Gallery

Kaurna Building
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Out of Site

Many layers of history can be traced
through the streets, lanes and parkiands
of the cty of Adelaide’s north-western
corner Below the surface I hidden
fragments of stories that may never be
fully recovered. The area has a deep
significance for the Kaurna people,
traditional owners of the land. As the
area was developed in the 18005,
migrants from Britain came to live there,
butit was also known for the Chinese
residents who came to be associated
with Adelaides West End. These two very
different cultures, the Kaurna and the
Chinese, with their ancient histories and
paradigms that so differed from those

of the European settlers were deeply
misunderstood at the time.

Before European setdement, the area

now called the Adelaide Plains was the

traditional land of the Kaurna Deon\s
Tamdanyungga Kaurna Yerta
the Red Kangaroo Dreaming it e
Kaurna people. It was an important place
for the Kaurna long before the City of
Adelaide was estabiished. The Adelaide
Park Lands and Squares are part of this

sketch Shields & spears of the natives
on the battlefeld (1842). The following
comments by Kaurma man Mulawinaburka,
reported by Cawthorne in the South
Australian Register, give an indication
of the upheaval caused by European
settlement:

You wite in the paper and tell white

man what for we fight_Before white

man come, Murray black fellow never

come white man come,

Murtay black fellow come too. Encounter

Bay and Adelaide black fellow o lke

him. Me e

them st down at the Muray, not here

Thisis ot his country
Life for the Kaura was irtevocably.
changed by European settlement.
Taditional boundaries between
Indigenous groups broke down s groups
from other areas came to Adelaide,
encouraged by distibutions of food
and blankets, Food sources diminished
as the settlement expanded and game
was driven away. In 1838 a Native
Location which was known by the
Kauma as Pitawodi (possum place),
was established on the north bank of the
Torrens River, opposite the Adelaide Gaol
Rations of biscuits, sugar and rice were
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European arrivals to Adelaide first
camped at Emigration Square, located
close to where Adelaide High School is
today. This region was known to the
Kaurna people as Tembawodii, and is
believed to have been used as a meeting
place by Indigenous groups from differ-
ent areas. In the 18905 and 19005 this
location was il used as a camping spot
for Indigenous people visiting the ciy
In 1844 this ste was the location for
a planned battle between the Kaurna
people, assisted by their alies from
Goolwa, against the Murray people
The battle was prevented by the police
who rode on horseback through the
crowd, dispersing the fighters and
destroying their weapons. W.
Cawthore depicted the scene in his

disibuted from this point. Matthew
Moorehouse, who held the role of
Protector of the Aborigines during this
time, hoped the area would become an
extensive garden where Indigenous
people would be taught the civilsed arts

of industry and cultivation’. In reality
the location had a transient population,
and none of its tweve or 50 huts

were lived in on 3 permanent basis by
Indigenous people.

While the transient nature of the
Indigenous population meant that
Piltawodi was not used as a permanent
residence, a mission school was estab-
lished there. This schaol was significant

language is explained by Kaurna/
Noartindgeri elder Veronica Brodie:
e nced a anguage for the Adchaide
people; we need 10 know the language
of the Adelide Plains people, and that

may bo he means of econlation,
who knol

for s practice of teaching the Kaurna
students in their own language and also
for the extensive records of the Kaurna
language made by the Lutheran mission-
aries, Christian Teichelmann and Clamor
Schirmann. These records have provided
an important resource for the revival of
the Kaurna language in the 19905,
Playing an important role i this record-
ing of the language were Kaurna men
Mullawirraburka and Kadiitpinna, both
of whom developed strong relationships
with the missionaries

n 1845 the school at Pitawodli was
moved to a location east of Goverment
House where the children were taught

in English instead of Kaurna The students
were removed from their homes and
lived at the school in order to reduce the
influence of their elders. Over time the
population of Kaurna people liing in
Adelaide diminished as they were either
moved to outlying areas by the govern-
ment, or chose to move to less populated
areas. By 1856 no Indigenous people
were recorded as ling continuously in
Adelaide. Gradually the Kaurna language
ceased to be spoken, with the last known
speaker of Kaurna, hariti (also known as
Amelia Taylor) dying in 1929,

Sixty years later, during the 1990,
Kaurna people and linguists began the
reconstruction of the Kaurna language
The significance of reclaiming the

The first Chinese settler 1o South
Australa i believed 1o be Tim Sang,
who arrived in 1836. As the colony
developed, the cheap housing in the
West End attracted Chinese settlers
Although restrictions on Chinese
immigration into South Australia were
introduced in 1881, the Chinese
community in Adelaide’s West End
was active and vibrant,

1n 1891 members of the Chinese commu-
ity financed the construction of  temple
near the north-western comer of Hindley
and Morphett Streets, While the buiding
had an unassuming presence, constructed
from galvanised iron walls and located in
a dusty lane, inside it was a colourful and
exoic sight, with lanterns, banners and
many colourful ornaments.

Soon s s eabsment elebratons
for Chinese New Year were held ther
Newspager teports desive newors
and the beating of drums and cymbals
that kept ‘e lower end of Hindley St

in a continual state of uproar for about
a couple of hours attracting a large and
somewhat rowdy crowd which included
Tarikin elements.

‘The Chinese settlers were resourceful in
their efforts to establish themselves in
Adelaide. Though living in crowded con-
ditions they quickly set up businesses and
provided Adelaide’s population with &

wide variety of goods and produce. An
Adelaide City Council Annual Report
makes note of one house in the West End
where i one room bananas were stacked
10 ipen, peanuts were being roasted in
another while outside, vegetables were
growing for sal to the public.

Other occupations amongst the Chinese
population in the West End at this time
included fancy goods importers,
storekeepers and cabinetmakers. Fancy
goods seems to have been a broad term
referring to 'haberdashery - everything
that ladies are likely to want, from a

o articles of night apparel. Storekeepers
traded mostly in Chinese groceris, tea
from China and bananas. Furniture
making was a growing tradie, much to
the distress of European carpenters,

who were threatened by the Chinese:
capacity to work long hours and charge
smaler amounts for their work. A Chinese
furniture factory operated on the south-
eastern comer of Morphett and Hindley

s store accounts were calculated using
a form of abacus, Wy Lee advocated

for the Chinese settlers in Adelaide,
petitioning Parliament in 1891 to ask that
restrictions on Chinese immigration be
lfted, particularly for the wives of Chinese
men living in South Austraia

Today Adelaide boasts a healthy Chinese
population and a thriving Chinatown in

butin 1905 it was

Soon, the leading
Chinese carpenter
in town' who

school in Light
Square.

The Chinese
school was
established by
the Adelaide City
Mission to teach
English to Chinese setters. One high
profile supporter of the school was
Chinese businessman Yet 500 War Way
Lee. Way Lee was a charismatic man,
popular within the Chinese community
as well as the wider business community
of Adelaide. He established an importing
firm in Adelaide and ran a shop on the
southern side of Hindley Street near
Morphett Street which sold Chinese bric-
a-brac, porcelain ware, Chinese tea and
medicines. A correspondent to The
Register in 1884 describes hs surprise on
entering Way Lee'sstore and finding that
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people, the
journey back to a
strong cultural
base has been
slow: The task of
. |recognising and
documenting
their history
continues o
this day.

| The traces of the

End are indelibly
etched below the
surface of 2

- changing world

ot of Tt fr chnes empie, 1902, o v st 35

archacological dig
treasures from the
past are unearthed, examined and
displayed with reverence, 5o the hidden
fragments of individuals and cultures,
long absent from our awareness, can be
brought to light and recognised. Out of
site explores some of these thenes, with
the hope that stll other stories may
come to the surface to be recognised

and celebrated as part of Adelaide’s

tich history.

Melinda Rankin: Curator




